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Hhimalayah Mountains. 


We have again the pleasure of presenting oor readers, with an- 
other portion of the iuterestiag Tour of our young Priend and Co:res- 
pondent, in the Himalayah, in continuation of the partof the Narra- 
tive last received, which left bim in the beginning of October, encamp- 
ed on a small flat 1000 feet above the level of Nessung, a village which 
he had left a few days before. The Narrative thus proceeds :— 


The night was frosty—thermometer at sanrise 339, and the small 
spring from its vent along the rocks, was a line of ice. The mountains 
again present new appearances, and are highly metalline. In as- 
cending from the river, we find a strange intermixture of minerals : 
the road is a slope of splinters that have crumbled from the loftier 
regions, the work of time and perpetual frost; and although they 
caused many an unsteady step, they assisted our progress greatly. 
A smooth acclivity of such an angle could never be climbed, and as 
it was, we were obliged to halt every few handred yards from fatigue, 
and as often from the sharp edges of the stones grazing our legs, «0 
that we had thas a spare minute to gather up some specimens of the 
tract. The variety of minerals was not to be wondered at, as they 
compesed the superficies of a section from a mile toa mile and a 
halfin depth. The density and sonorous tinkle of the pieces, rave 
proofs of metallic ingredients, and even some knobs of native iron 
were supposed to be seen. Many greyish stones occurred, which, 
when fractnred, shewed a sparkling surface, or a namber of lumi- 
nous points, on a beautiful light green stratam, perhaps pyrites of 
‘copper. 

Oue specica, the only oue found, seemed pare metal: it consist- 
ed of a groupe of qoadrilateral nodules of a straw gold lustre. On 
finding it, we humorously exclaimed, that we were surely approach- 
dng the gold miues of Tartary. A groupe of rock crystal, bexandric 
io shape, was also picked up: could we have balted a day, a curious 
collectios might have boen made—each step opens research for the 
geologist, and here, where primitive disposition is stil) andistarbed 
by the volcano or the earthquake, many of the obscure springs of 
natare may be expected to be contained. (1) 


Vertical sections from one to three miles in extent, anblended 
with secondary or extraneous formations, aro of very frequent ecoar- 
rence, aad offer to the skilful naturalist, a wide field for philoso- 
phizing. From our camp we looked down upon Nissong, 900 feet 
beneath us, aod a person might casily imagine, that a stone could be 
slung into it; yet sach is tho singular inequality of surface of these 
regions, that the road betweon it and as, formed with the river (900 
feet still lower), an angle of 35°. 


For breakfast, we consumed the remainder of a sheep killed at 
the great snowy Pass, and now 14 days old. At 8 o’clock the baro- 
meter was 20-050—thermometer 45": water boiled at 193°: at Nis- 
sung it boiled at 194°-5. (2) We bogan our march by the same sort of 








(1) The earthquakes of Undia so little resemble those which have 
shaken the American contineat, that their effocts apoa the position or 
arrangement of the Himalayah mountains cannot fairly be grasped at, 
by the systematic geologist, to support the impeactrable hypothesis of 
Wernerean Mineralogy. Tho Andes have tottered from base to sum- 
amit; for how prodigious must have been the convalsion occasioned by 
those extraordinary earthquakes recorded in the Histories of America, 
‘when the world was thought to be onthe verge of dissolution ; and 
yet the Andes still raiso their majestic snowy beads, far beyond the 
elouds. 

(2) The effects of the atmospheric gravity apon the temperature of 
diquids, was known in the days of Fahrenheit, and even 40 years be- 
fore his time, and the boiling peint of water has long since been ap- 
plied to the measurement of heights; bet has only very lately com- 
manded particular attention. A Doliand’s thermomoter, (which 
is in general accurately divided is acomplete barometer, a much 
better one too than the most of those crank portable things that 
are wade now-a-days; aad with this common aud simple instra- 


road as we had from the river; a few scrabby bushes of janiper 
were passed, almost the only visible prodaction of-this great range. 
The day was clear, aud we were fast diminishing the temperature, 
which was not at all inconvenient; yet we had hitherto climbed opon 
the face of the mountains on a bed of loose fragments, and we now 
arrived at the body of the rock, which rises in a very abrupt compact 
form, and no longer hampered by its shattered surface, showed diss 
— the stratification which is often nearly vertical, and from the 
slaty hature of the rock, makes a road of sharp ridges of not very 
agreeable footing: something like petrifactions, or limy concretions 
were observed running in veins, which when broken, had a very beaus 
tiful marbled appearance. 


Our ascent was still very steep, and conceiving that onr elevation 
must be considerable, we had the curiosity to invert the barometer, 
and the mercury fell to 19-070 or 1.200 feet, which had risen above our 
camp. The Ghaut looked yet distant, and we amused ourselves by 
wondering if it equalled or surpassed that which we crossed in our 
march to Niseung. 


On entering upon ontredden groand of such unrivalled celebrity 
as the Himalayah, there is aa astonishing degree of longing anx- 
iety to rise higher and higher, a constant expectation of being grati- 
fied by some grand or interesting view from the summit, or of mecting 
with some new physical arrangement, or something yet unknown ; 
and here thero wasa great desire to augment the singular rugged 
ness of thetract, by which only the Khannouries can communicate 
with themselves and their neighboura the Chinese, and which has 
perhaps nota little contributed to their insulated peculiarity in lan- 
guage, superior intellectaal capacity, and honest contentment ; to this 





ment a person may always ascertain his altitude above the sea 
to within 2 or 300 feet, and in the region of congelation to a 
more uniform and nicer result ; the ooly improvement wanting 
to give it a decided preference to the usual basket sort of apparatus 
(and which may he presumed is the priaciple of the boilers now con- 
structing at home,) is to enlarge the degrees and render them divisible 
into 20th, 60th or 100) parts, and this can be easily done without exe 
tending the tube, by limiting the scale to 34 or 36 degrees, or from the 
176° to the 212°, which we may safely reckon the extreme variation of 
the boiling point of water, upon the earth’s surface accessible to man, 
althougk, on the sammit of Maha Deo, Ka, Ling, or Dhawalagiri, 
water would perhaps boil at 166. From this it will be evident, thas 
the common thermomoters beginning generally at the zero of the acale; 
have 5-6ths of the tube useless (for water will boii in a vacaom at 
about 150° where men wili never attain either upon the earth's surface 
or in a balloon) and thisincladed in the range of 36° would give the 
length of each degree nearly a third of an iach, instead of the usual in- 
visible space of 1-30th. The accordance of calcalation for altitude 
by the boiling point, aad by the barometric column, is such as to war- 
raut an enequivocal reliance upon the method; the thermometer 
used, was by Adams (and likely enough to err) of double degrees, 
which were coarscly subdivided by a penknife ; bow far the obsers 
vations are discrepant, a few indiscriminately selected, will prove. - 

In the great Himalayah Pass, water boiled at 186°-3 ; the Baro- 
meter then at 17. 400; Tmperature of the air 37°. 

At the Birch trees on the Northern slopo of the Pass, water boi! 
ed at 191.6; Barometer 19. 560. Temperature of the air 37°. 

At Whartoo, the boiling point of water was 193. 8; Barometer 
then 20, 340; Temperatare of the air 52'-2. 

At Kotgurh, water boiled at 201; Barometer 23. 750; Tempera- 
tare of the air 67° 

At Subathoo, this day 10 4.™. water boils at 205, Barometer 
26-095 ; Temperature of the air 56°, 

Ifany of your many ingenious Correspondents, will compare 
these results with Sir George Shackbargh’s or De Lac’s Tables which 
I am not possessed of at present, they will decide the practical utility 
of a Tucrmometical Basometer, 





we per add a degree ¢ — 2 untainted with avarice; which is 
@ificult  sevodnt fof.” AU10 v’clock we crossed the augié of the 
range, where webad the satisfaction to sce the mercury in the barometer 
fink te 18970. A conjectural estimase of this march in tbe former jour- 
ney, bud retkoried this ‘Passmore elevated than the voc communicating 
between the two test Villages’ but being anprovided With means for de- 
termining it, and consideridg the night's rest on the ice, with the extra- 


panes ro) tof that day's march, there maxroom anough for 
sietan utente when each step was a forced energy, and the oal 
anxicty felt io.ceturning, was to make all possible apeed, heediess 


ercry thing, bat how te combat the fatigues of the day and find pro- 
a for sight. 


. As the other Pasy wan visible from this, and weighing the distant 
ability of an. inacepracy in the harometers, the. theodolite ma® 
ted, and the angle fonnd to be 1- af clevaiion, which, by a geomo- 
trical, galgalation, tallied with the harometric difference almost to a 
foot. It was quite delightfub to obtain sach a cojacidence of pesults 
whea cotemporaneous observations were not made. The excens of 
the barometric colauma was found ta be here, but it goarorly anjounted 
te 1-Stb of an inch or equivalent to 244 feet which we were below the 
last Pass. By the way, we may here remark the inconsisiency (if we can 
se the expression) of the physical appearances, of the two Passes, 
e had wo juniper heda here, not even a patch of sui); a waste from 
Oa Je Sotem. Are, we(o. aaxiga a * cause for this (the dissi- 
miliarity of the socks) bal that too, in just as mysteriona. to us, as 
the ahapes of the clauds.. To glance back af the laat three. days jour. 
hey, we see au. inexplicable xariety of mineral, diatipeiiusy with, 
ia the apace ef 9 miles we had, frst a cluster of peaks, pure granite, 
these were éuccecded by a vant range of olay slate, and in au eqnally 
quick progression, we now stood upow the lofty, Gank of amother macs 
of mountaias inferior te acither, of separate pompositins,.asd the 
poatrast of theis individual produce ie not less remiarkable. .,.Upoea 
the granite growud, was a thick forest vf ‘Newsay ( Pinus Lovgifulia) 
the clay slute enage presented a Highland heath, aad -hore was a wil- 
deriess ¢: scarce a living trace te priament the sdeke,; not -a biyd-was 
here, not a fly, nota worm. From summit to base all scomed, iniapi- 
cal (o pie, the. precipitous form of the range will not solve the ano- 
* at We were ſar approaching Tx pat wintry Binet, ~The air 
wae thar thee —* 30° below ihe ‘freesiiy pbini. Nissang (iow 
ita of —** ——— 


“not Beyoud a zonebot, aad we vert cqoo eer over it. The vindli 
ver-still Fetatded ‘an angle of depression ‘FSH wud” this wiltyive 
Bonié idea of the'steoppess of ascents © 8% 8 | SOW lise Sau 
We proceeded oowards,over.s good road, still ascending, the rocks 
Row alternating ,with 4 coaly sort of —Xy od a jet black ‘sub- 
siance jike plambage. all heaped up in packed mages. often perlect- 
ly mural; sametincs leaning wilhout tbeit base, and generally in- 
elining but.» hie back wa m thay. represented ia forcible effect, the 
dark perapective of a rocky shore, witt deep Iddentalions and oarrow 
nooks bristied by the frost, and as it were sliced, but quite Grin. ~ The 
strata had a direction’ trom -40 to4&% aud· vu some | pitces:was hori- 
foathtly diaposeds Att PWolock wente) novith mapriakiing of sacw, 
the road still feomen hard, thermonctor bolew G2) Asfewdasts of vogeta- 
thea aad some rhubarly plame (which weihad not: secegained ainve 
@eitiiog tho main range) bére aikb ibere appearertts wAt none: the. road 
retched iis greatest elcowations where ahe barometer: was macked at 
16.000, temperature of ‘the air from aue ras af Aad no-seunshine yet; 
oti hard frost aad carly iu Oototwr: we had nowrined te within 198 
fort of the level of the Juniper Pass. Tit prospect frem-thia ciovat- 
edt deation (13,670 feo) was vory Gane. The Suthe} waa eeqn-& milo be- 
Beath us; ander ae nogloof 96: deseriptive endugh ofthe decliviiy 
te it, which had evory feature of sedondary formations snnd,: hard 
pebble aad iadurated olay, all blended together, cut and ‘ridged by 
the rain, and ia every reepect partaking Of tht “nature <i tie Suter 
of low vrahzes of mountrinbus countries » “notwithetanding we were 
encompessed on all sides by primeval origin. 


; Towarda the north was soen, the beaytifal g en of Sopngnum, 
(where we found wild geese and wild athe with delicious grapes, and 
had e Lama concert) cqnfinod within vast ranges ef monntains covered 
with tbe snow that bad faijea a few, daya before, and the back 
grouad arose still — tops clad jn perpesual, congelation, To the 
west were the Kylass Peaks resem Oa sugar foayes ‘ théte is som- 
ething jacxpressibly grand in tracing the varying forms and appear 
avoes of familiar ohjpots, aa we recedé from them; the same sort of 
ecling is excited. im ascending from a forile Valley, pasding 
tbrougl a gradation of Comins ot plants, seeing them declide in 
Vigor, become stantod, aud Goally vaaieh aud disappear. 





' 


(2) We, Mooreéroft, itr hs Pour inte Tartary; tas remarked the ap- 
pearance of the moWdatains) which form a continuation of this same 
vallcy, as inditating’cyal,-” © 8 S88 Gite Sine Cee ose. 
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Viewing the Kylass, brought to mind retiring from a const whera 
the highest eminenees dwindle dowa te oar own level and ; ate tilts 
mately fost in the tiofizon. In front of us along the waliny of the Sat- 
lej which directed our rente,-therescomed toube-mo symptoras >of am 
end to the movatainous confusies. ~ Althaugh we wore fast approack< 
ing the frontier south warde, the view was ‘closed ap by tie | siting 
Aope of the rocks, whose highest visiblc tops were eatimated at 1900 
feet or very little inferior to the great Snowy Pasa; and yeu perfectly 
naked. The‘azure atmusphere after the ‘alhof snow was very 
did, aod the extébt and distinctuess of vision 60 much eneraasedp Wat 
the odtline’of distant objects coaid be traced én all their ieregularitiog 
We continued upon clevated ground, destondimg eume distasionytthe 
rqcks ngain changing, becoming more frail, loose, and. divided into 
blocks. A dwarf biroh ag usotl was the rst tree’ that “appeare 
some piges then — Wi'tt grassy Knoll, rheubarp, licheds, in 
ges, aud flowers tik blte bells, aad passing over much brokén ground 
Wé reacked fhe brink Sf “Weofivity which fe beyoud wir my ‘power 
to decribe; it semis to belie me jilke ultra’ Of hand P¥er\icn’ ef 
fo scale it ar descetill' it.” Fidm top to bottom the teavelter'is expose 
to chance in allite vaficties. " The Vast pidves of focks ate o\istain' 
at rest, by d great bed of decom pbsed mifca, which’ is’ Kept Cy 
only by {ta saponactdas sdhesion Mircagh ‘ths whiole deotivity’ are 
these fragments lying or rather propped up, but the freq nt 
ecasity, of. using -the.baada ta. support the feet, offom bsingsyeway 
large massen of tty: eohi 4 XX fs 

Theol angtd of inclination ts from oo to 40> amd ebuld only be 
tvavereable trons the Bed of toose matior * which» footing was mala· 
tater; when we alipped aad sank ankio deep. | A sidgle travelter bas 
— shift for trimmsulf, and alt the danger and diffcelhty to 
éacts is beightened by the pedple before aul: the stracgtore: bebiad; 
the eabaal ci vf m atone éreates wend divterbancé, for in 
shi att avold he path wo are tw risk of losing dat Own bulatce, 
which would tand us at the bdéttom’ eer sodn’ant ot In the test’ — 

ition ; and the dread tombing jp an carthless grave e re, 
i) A amore capfioualy avd tardy fin” a ple 
aant; a fiftté agitity Hore emperors, —VDu388 aa teh oe 
eern is to ket over the —* {with all baste, Tho last few hund, 
yards is the midst Gnploagant ofthe whole, showers of stones, 
rubbish hirr§iog successively into the river. at amintie nel: hala 

Tbe whole,of the deacent from the bigheat point of the road |e 
oreded 4000 fect; the barometer, now ‘standing, at 21,506 ..H) was 
only 2 a'clock, and the san bad long, bees bid from aa; the: Srst thing 
that alrnck..ns with amazement was) the disappearance ofthe -veet 
en panao of jve which last year filed uptisia rapine; the unuapel sev 
rity of the xainy peasop had pecbn yp, carried it ivterthe Satloj. (on, 
might have dissolved ; not a fragment remained vieibie; | amd ie ex- 
tent, thickness, and secluded aspect, seemed te bid debunce ththe 
thaw of agea, The. barometers, agsisted-hy whe + ameter, asplainnd 
the doubt, oar level was found to be 9,300-feet othe ace, an alle 
tade which demonstrates the offect of leoality in the accumeulstios of 
the mass; and the tract just described proves ite existence.» 0-5 >) 
to pan pe of the snow that falis on th @ slope of this dreadfal #0- 
bound gulf, cnn bardly find a resting piace beyond & few days) an 
being. loosened by the heat of the sunis dashed below, whan ifsetties 

fi 






And sdbsitléyinto ite; and herd # may be anid” fo be perennis); but 
fie temperatate observed, ts evitdnct how fat betow its natiral bea 
i¢ tiés here? The theritometer Was 56° and Pulnitber Nad gone, “Tf 
Quarterly Reviewers have reserved a hold f6t'thelr agvtin oh 
limit 6f congelation,they brave it here; this, however, would be 
fectly absurd, for perennial snow or ice under such circuristance 
dependant upon the quaatity cbilected, wot on the refrigeratioa of U 
atmosphere, of we might just as well say, that un ice hogar iswithip 
the circle of congelation. The mats of rock that protected ‘as opdn 
our.icy bed, now rested in the stream. We scrambled gntof this dis- 
mal def by @ slmilar sort of ‘path to that by. which We “entered it, 
witli a précipice below us aud il!-lboking crags ort +t tiregotne tra- 
ng to the a’ 








velling in micaccous dust, and the road sia 1¢ Oe 
side, was often crossed by great ledges of ro — smoothened 
a polish, and striped with aarrow ‘velnw of quartz’ The’ wit 
very utrong: and, amasing ourselves by —— ing, stones, We wei 
arsued by a cloud of dust ; this hortibte treet cobtinued above w 

Evening was drawing near, and we moved risky along by be 
cthding rad whose extreme frdat we reachéd? ‘ Ar buin-set, thé ba 
meter fell to 19.600° thermometer 42. We bad: risen above ibe e004 
of our —* sere rey at Te at 22* ead eid bad to vfe~ 
scend again nearly as mach. In this day’s jodrmey we riw'to advat- 
tage what has all along charactorized the route, a conti succeed. 
slog of climbing sud desobnding, next ‘the areafal nature df’ ihe 
country, with its confounded inequalities and coterie! winter. ad 

“What a noble instrament a govd baro eter, isin Bene prae 
found vallica within the Himalyab, and im al 
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tions-of-a mountainans coedtry, Geometrical measarement is entire- · 


ly fatile; the altitudes of: a. penkomay indeed be measated aboro 
thelevsl of the mewnrer.| but if that iato be determined, the only 
mothod:by whink that canbe done. is barometrical observation... We 
hadto; seach: our camp by a road which-if not qaite eo steep as 
the tast descent. is moredangerous: ono almot loses conficence; T 
péver helield suchva:ticketty: ruinons crogpe of maral rocks; but the 
night somewhat disguited oar vituaion. ant we got through it by 
muebcantrivance; meeting: acnia with .a thin pine forest, and soil. 
We eacamped on the bank of :asmail river, with the barometer at 
90.105; '. 1¢ was dark, anda square yard of ievel groaed was io yain 
looked for; to pitch the tents>' 


ae This was.e sad day’s journey, mast of our prople hebigd had ne- 
thing to.ent,, ond had to acck rest and protection amongst the rocke. 
e had.ng hed cloathes,, ao getting, between. the folds of the trot, and 


hogtewing a bagnock from bale ger ys servants, wilka draught ot 


water, we went fo, sleen by | ge of a precipice, Oar cloathes 
were tighity haar ding he us. —— oar aitoaiton 
y tho si:'e of a olaater of points, insulated by water-falia, almost base- 
ess, and. clisging togethes—each sustaining, the other, and on their 
fodorated-tiven sides wete pines in gity. and angpproachable beauty, 
and gave tothe. scene the Action pf romance, — 
* -“The dell wae terminate! by a snbwy tifountain above 20 000 fect 
ia height topped by a black rock, and closing the préssect: Tlie 
email strepme were tinged with iran, aed we bad a good drink of cha- 
lyheates From thie ne mightdato.a eeries'of misfortunes, which areas 
well.to passover,. A fowl) that. appeared to bave died. wax masted on 
the coalefor breakfest.; but we were plateless and kniveites all;..we 
had some-tea, bel.ng tea pot and a little spirite, which. wae! a good 
thing.’ As we were appronching China, weceald have wished to.be 
Prepared jo eniertain our Tartar friends with a.dish of tea, batit was 
already 9 0’elook, and we.could not wait. ‘ ; ariel 


*' We commenced our tharch $s naval with adescent of 700 fect to 
the river, whose bed we fowbd on the same lével as that ofyeaterday’s ; 
Here, in the former year, fay blork’s of'ie, alityo” the heat was dppres- 
ve; Hot a st was now tisiblé, onpascent way again very steep, and 
wound along apor a coaly dort of Rood road. The mountains were sfill 
slaty, but more rounded and productive; some pincs were met with, 
Grid theabs at & little distance looked ‘very lite willows; but we had 
mot time goto them. Beds‘ of janiper and farze or whine were 
passed, dnd bushes very much resembling broom :eeveral new species 
‘of grapes; unde vast crowd of bigbly aromatic plants.” We ascended 
ye amd atnoon reached the bs + or ‘Pasa, the barometer 19,970, 
s thepammetor 4H ; not a cloud id the atmosphere; our extreme 
“height was 11;300 feet: We were cucreasing our Intitade vers fast, al- 
swoady 1 warST 45’ and the Sata} vtill taking 4 north easterly direo- 
‘tow, we beoame very anxieus to see it bend towards its celebrated 
Seres this hightatitude was unexpected, nil certainly was never 
Before kaown os even assiened to it. 'We were tow 106 miles Within 
its snowy. embankments, and in this-space, the Himalayah chain has 
exteatiod munh to the south of cast, such ie: the prodigions area of 
pwintey epomity, 


8 


The Satlaj was evidently diminishing; of this we conld jadge b 
‘the atfeime sowed ; in front of as to the east, —2 2 
ta\n of extraordinary motn tade rising in a pyramidal form, so 
ly Yet Sante: {bat it seemed * to threaten heaven with its poiat 
d earth by ts fall.” Considering our own altitade, it seemed fo 
sia To! bese apy yet noticed; a slight degree of dimness bey- 
gd M, gave =A tae of our vicinity to Tartary, and other symp- 
Joma poistedto the truth; sterility and wide desolation marked our 
Fopte, and a stroog dry wind aoneunced the elevated plain. 


Acrore ds Squq; ig the dell, was seen Poor, the most remote town 
reached fa the former tour, with its apriom and yineyard suburbs, at 
the ‘foot OF paked ridges, a mile in perpendicular height, The 
ope in fot had suffered the decay of time, and was ap 






mock eaten by frost, that the eternal snows rested only ip the valifes | 


mod worn clefis ; We thought, and thought again, what could be its 
bight, of it there ‘were still loftier ev heyond it. abs 


«Viewing fram this station tbe onfline of fts desert magnificence, 
Mtile did re, eqnecive, that we should have beheld in the near pros- 


“ 


pert, its grapite faoks within 3,000 feet of the summit, where we eu: — 


—55 ter in hie sterpeat robes mm the middle of the day, and 
wader 

meter sfood at 29 degrees below the freezing point, and we had no 
show. We now desoended rapidly fo the Sutlaj, which for 25 miles 
had only been seen at Gases Wroes ith elevated banks. We then enter- 


ed a straggling pine forest, which continged with us some way down 
and along fidge 
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aann., The pir had lost half its weight, and the thermo- — 


up te valley, bat it was their last appearance. We | 


fell.in again with granite in large twognd.amooth.hiceka, deeply bed · 
ded in a mnbble sort of phi, adh at the astonishing elevation.of 
2.000 feet abave the level of the river; when and at what remote pexiod 
owe have heen washed? The dearent was.very harassing. the 
latter balf nf it being ankle deep it dust, which when. stirred up, 
almoat cheaked ps... By 2o’elork, we bailed the noble, Satigj, above 
which we bad. been:hoveripg for some days, - yar 


A this pofi€ (ihe extremity of the former. joartey.) te ® Sancho, 
Wiichr with the Sutlap ys called the Namptoo; and strangt'to my, it te 
ic Sty, Bria gol palling weit of China, from he'tice'to® the dis? 
embbratuteat of ti river inte the-Octan; Onleas there’ até nowld? 
days, bridges of boats. (4) ' 6G DRT IOS BOY 
We were extraihol}* caver t6 wacertdin ‘the rise of the ther hince 
ony last meeting, Partltulirly an: ge we were onfy two imatchéa frBtn 
the Chinese trontiet. wtiete Sur Seog ur oxteniiog the’ igithey "werd 
feetie igteed.” Where we Tet the® pie eo nde? Rie, “ite hed 
Wal about? 400 feet 'hbve the Kea’! we Had sitice edmic WF Iuites. Bi 
the déep tndentationd'of thé tract Wi/h The nactntP aad déictats; haw 
mich exceeded thé Hyét dM tinge ; ‘and froth The stitinesd of it andi’ 
Maran, ‘its ob‘ blie Ni Gf timba seem fron pointe df ‘the Fond, 
aiid al’ihe lastiefeb atiot inletaboted by· —— bY, and frovy 
the stift watare of the miotihtiths intervening, we’ dit” not! expect aby 
great differttive of Tevel. “Phe barometer Wa pot°up and thewed 
2)’ "G40. Thetmrotheter 72 witith® gave-tie “rine 900 feet, nr extreme 
belgfit above the sea 8200 fect’; at thy rath) “a d' thing into wecount 
our yet great distance from its source, we shail ‘have the éelebrated 
Lake Mantatvory verging upoh 3 miifes abdve the’ocean, © °° 


We attempted,to weastre the peichtaf uke Sangho. by a tine of 
turbans with a lergestone attached, as the heaving-lead was behind g 
Dut the wind sweeping down the valley with great force, -bent it toa 
semitircle; atull for a. moment: allowed chewnter and stint:to touch, 
and we found the distance 80 feet: The rapidity of the stream -jost 
voder the bridge te dreadfal, the solid: racka near ench other in a nares 
row-point, andthe whole mass is forced into. a space that might be 
leapt across. : -MHiun ; ‘, 

Even this insignificant height, produces a deception, and * 
up he atream wilh itn gently shelyiog nebbled banks, it kas a ryfficd 
shallow appenraues, ¶ Pas⸗iux by this Sangho the rales genson La 
all the haery of pressing inqaietadg, [ had estimated the dimioution 
at two,thicds, of the aige at Ra ot, bat on more minute observation, 
one half would seem an ample allowance. The. puly possible way of 
coming lo a decision on this point, when aif ‘measurement is atag- 
nant, is to, eatimate the réddction from the feeders that are crotted 5 
and tWis we might be engbled to do’ with seme precision as ‘the 
amallest tributary atre ain to the river, Was met with in onr route along 
the left bank ;. add all thé stredhs’ that entered the valiev from the 
noA wete distinctly in view, Unt of tlicir size, tie delis in which 
they Rowed gave potice. ef Hominy 5 speek Mite 

It ix totaty irapracticahle todraw‘e comparison from mere rey 
collection; “this was so fally by the jielusive forme of the 
mountains; thatwe mayat once denomnce the aitenpt an waits 
Wei veo here nature (as it were,) iqverted, and both the mind and 
the-eye tire so dazsicd with ber eptendor. that proportion is no.longes 
liotted 3° the: fallacy’ that resalis-isvalweyn a ctefective . computa: 
tion, and: rivers and ‘miountains je nitniainre,- Herecas at 
Wasgtoo, we Ondan ustonishing mass of solitt-rock ; the left bank ia 
a eferarprevipice of Gor 300 feet in height, detached frony the slope 
oftihe range, and must be the remnants of some ancient avalapohn, 
‘hut when ft happened fu far beyend the search of tradition. . From 
this thore is a slope of about 60-fect-of bank. , 


The right bank is a fice of connected rock of dénse finty campout 
tion, and of an invincible hardness, and yet it shews tlie action of the 
— — —— — — — — — — 
(a) It fs now Upwards of four years since the mounthins have beem 
relieved from the ihraldom of Géorkhali tyranny, and may we ask 
what has been the effeet of a change of rulers, or rather bas it equal 
ed expectation ?’ This question if collectively applied, may exten® 
from the equator to the poles. In a country like Khudour, which ma 
he called but the bathe of a river. there te only a single pastdge by * 
which the inbsbitants of tithér side can visit cueh* other, and towns 
frequently separated only by the stream, aro in reality distant 106 
miles. This wonld of itself be less astqnishing, bat for the dreadfaily 
ragged abraptness of the country, which oftén fortis a line ‘of perpe~ 
tual congelation betwixt towns on the siuie bank ; fdt this was not 
always the tase, forthere were three Sanghos across the Sutluj, and 
two of them were demolished — impr sdendy tao) om the Goork- 
hall favasiog, aud there: they rost in ruinous beasty, nor is there 
a sign ef avy otbers, which is singularly unaccons ae : 


. 





—_ aad 











the water. are astonishing, and record the antiquity of the river's level. 
On the slope of the left bank, were a variety of pebbies ; amongst 
these was a uew species of granite (that is new to us), and a dark 
metallic sort of stone of the same nature apparently as that which 
lines both sides under the Sangho, and resiated powerful attempts to 
break it. Here too, as at Wangtoo, the river bas been thrown cut of 
its channel, by a violent crash from above, the solid ruins of which 
Bow approach ie a neck or narrow angle to the opposite side, and the 
vast volume of water rolling down with great rapidity, strikes against 


this flinty abutment, and ie dashed ia uproar and tumoalt into the oon- 
tracted apace of 7 or 8 feet. 


The cheeks of the outlet are hewn rock, -rendered emooth and 
worra eaten (aa it were) by anceasing pressure, 
river at the Bangho is 80feet, the depth it was impossible to estimate. 


‘We bad traced it nearly 250 miles within the movntains, aud it might | 


get be called a formidable stream, sufficiently Jarge to have ite 
origin io ite reputed but yet distant source. The velocity and power 
of the stream is best judged of fromits edge: the body of water 
decends in a waving sea-like commotion, and to the spectator it ap- 
pears to be thrown in long heavy jerks much above bis level.. We 
proceed along the aame bank amongst saad aud water wora pebbles, 
And traversing the fragments of ag extensive slip of granite, and a 
rather steep ascont, terminated the march at Dabliag, a vilinge of 


JA or 16 houach and families, elevated above the level ef the Sutioj | 


2,100 feet. 


To day, when travelling, we were incommoded by an ausetiled 
‘wind, and towards evening there was no opposing it. Here for the 
dirst time, we felt Tartary’s withering blast, and we were glad to aban: 
dion the tent for the more eomferiable roof of ashed or barn well 
crammed with good stray which afforded an egsy reat to enjoy a fire; 
every thing around bespoke approach to the olevated table land. The 
chillineas of the breege, althongh the temperatpre was 4% esacked 
the skin of oar bodies, curled up the leavos and boards of the books, 
abrunk op our shoes, and was altogether very papleasant to our feel 
ings. The densenens too, of the atmosphere, eastward beyond the 
mountains, circumseri by the violet tinge of that.which canopied 
the Nortbero peaks, ond the character and costame of the inhabitants 
These symptoms ‘vere to us as decisive as the cut bamboo, the setting 
sun, and the flocks of birds wore to Columbwe; and here giao, the 
Mocks of wild pigeons were more abundant than hed bitherto been 
remarked on the roate; but the physical woeveuncss of the pace | 
seemed to have no end, The prodigious m sin wae i¢ eleva 
spires seen from above, blocked up the prospect ia froats bat beyond 
that, lay the high sloping land. Here we bégin to find a mixed 
dialect, one at least less intelligible to as; bat by the aid of guides 
aod baggage carriers from preceding villages, we compreheuded 
enough for ovr parpose. Some of the Nissang loiterers made their ap- 


pearance at vight; bat disappointment is always at hand, and iu tes — 


pect of culinary accommodation, we were no better off thaa before. 


A Goorkbali kookeree, (5) and sock rude tools, served very well; 
pigeons and chakores were so plentiful here, and henceforth, that for 
many days wo lived 7 them; the oply game of the country, some 
—— from — ut oftener from ebeice, finding the large wild 
pigeon juicey and superior in taste to, the. goats, and being supplied 
Che a good stook of powder aad shot 8* 





{5) Kookrag, Goorkbali or Nepalese weapon, which with its ap- 
ndages is not only a handsome accoutr bat, a substitute for the 
) Orn the sword, or the knife. [It is used g, 

wood, clearing their way through the bashes wihien they go to bunt, or 
hopping off the heeds of goats; anéitthe Poorgah Poojah, or any ne- 
rious day, (as lately, to scare away the Cholera.) the beads of buffaloes, 
whied displays a litde manual dexterity ; sometimes the heads of peo- 
pie come in the way. {tis ased aleo ia war, but from its shortness is 
ay jnferiog safeogeard to a sabre, Ina pyrsuitit may be advantage- 


ously applied, and ia a wight attack, nothing can he more handy, It 


is notfoed by Kirkpatrick who also gives a drawing of it, and the 
Chinese Khore or -Bhoojalies, which igs very curious but savage- 
Jooking blade, ; 


(6) A discharge of muskeltry day and nignt may appear come- 
Phat atrange, but it je perfectly tue. The Goorkalis, as ardent in 
search of gamc ns of their enemies, after pursaing them all day, 
——— their —* at night to a Mio or * pee A 4 * of 

em going ap plow to it as possible ether, | ow of 
the birds ever gacaped, ’ * * he 
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stroam, a work of ages: the cavities formed by ineessant friction of ° 








The breath of the | 


rally for cutting Gre- 






Deodling Innabitants (7) are almost as coarse as their garments ; bat 
their avtions discovered an. intellectual mildoose. which apou tho 
borders of Tartary may be well regarded as a prodigy; but those 
game Tartars are far more respectable then foika nearer home 


The sadden change ftom woollom habiliments to tho real hide, ia 
almost as difficult of explanation by geographioal position as tho sin- 
gular aitiro of the Rampoor Bussahir poople. The cause is referable 
to their association with their bardy neighbours the Tartara, of whom 
they may be said to form au intezral part, where absolute necessity 
would make the dress national as the bost protection against their 
long dad severe winter, and the most readily furnished froin their vast 
flocks; Me. Moorecr fi meations sach sh’ep akia people. The aridity 
of the atmosphere may bave to do with thit, but bere eur .clevation 

alone certainly did pot require such warm coveriag. — 


The Legana, or chief of tho village, had -eecn his best days; bat 
bat when buchled up, in bis woolly garb, looked very gay; he was 
most obliging, shewed real good will towards us, and would have been 
more entertaining had his fanguage been ices uncouth, His 
scemed il-matched with his courss lineaments: these bore the im- 
pression of a life of hardship, yet «o free from che contour of passion, 
that although differing oaly ia nature from hie sheep skin covering, 
they ia no wise belied bis disposition, which (even ia bis concerns now 
and then agitated by our rude iutrasion and pressing wants) was 
tranquil and generous, and we thoazht ourselves fortunate amoagst 
sach (riendly neighbours, where the mountaios and erery atom of their 
substance were bold enough to alarm the stranger traveller. 


We required a good fire, bat wood was ocither very plentiful or 
very dry, and aa old trough seemed the best and most convenient fact, 
bat the oily smoke soon made as glad to lay it aside; the old man whe 
was very active in stirring up the firo, was no leas eager to sive it, and 
it was really amusing to see him in all the busy bustle of humorous 
anxiety running for water aud damping every visible spark ; he could 
not have been ina grcater harry bad the house been burning, and we 
thoaght of that but it was not the cauaec, it was that weed was scarce, 
and he laughed and joked at the discovery. He had two infante, 
his only two, whom he regarded with a degree of compassionate 
fondpess worthy of botter luncage. Ou our remarking his own com- 
fortable dress (which by the by 1 had my eye upon the whole time) 
he painted to theiia, aad seemed happy that they were so well pro- 
vided for. 


If acertaig degree of difficulty in the economy of life produce 
& moral effect such as we saw, one would eveu exchange sitaations 
with the mountaiacer amidst the snowy wilds of the Himalayah, 


— Tie Dabliux or Doobling people, flattered us with hopes of par- 
suing our course towards Mantulace, apparently too, from the same 
mistaken idea which actuated our Rispe friend, the Negee. Thoy 
told as somowhat equivocally, that the Chinese Officers at Shipkee, 
would accédé to our wishes ; and to make us confident of success 
they emphatically said, “ Who can stop you !” evidently betraying 
that indelible stamp of Asiatic character, which Knows no cheek to 
inclination, no political morality, but that conquest aod aggrandize- 
meat are only limited by the moacs of their attainment, It was 
highly gratifying to hear the British nameso much esteemed in sech 
distant aud dreary wilds ; and the slight dread of it they evineed, 
originated io the pataral jealousy of their disposition, : 


Theone is never — without the other, although , tbe 
willed azo wearly a milo a part. : 





An Astronomical Hoar, - 


To the Biitor of the Calcutta Journal. ~ 


_ ¥ think it necessary to acquaint you, that the paragraph sent 
te your Paper from hence withaa account ef a Comet on the Tiih of 
October last, could have meant nothing, but what is termed in theso 
days of frivolity ‘‘a Hoax.” How you may take it I know not; and 
shall leave the author to such wholesome castigation as you may thinks 
be deacrves.* eg ‘= 

I am, Sir, ko, ko. &e. 


Neemuteh, Nov. 18, 1819. Ax ANT-HOAXIST, © 


© The most severe punishment to those who.can be. guilty of such fole 
ly as this, mast be their own reflections, if they ever make any ; aad if they 
net, reasoning or advice would be throwa away apoa them kp, . 
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Suttee at Chittoor, 

P To the Editor of the Calcutta Journal, 
tk, E 

‘Permit me to offer you an Extract of a Letter, containinz 
an account of a Sattee, which took place at Chittoor, the Station of 
the Chittoor Zillah Court, as also of the Provincia! Court for the 
Centre Division of the Madras Presidency, and a few remaika om 
this species of self-devotement. | 


’ 
The following is the Extract of the Letter from Chittoor, dated 
November 1519; — > 

Am instasce of that most harbaroas pastom. at the bare mention 
of which nataye shuddera,—the Imwolation of ¢ Widow-on the Funerg 
“Pile,+-gqoursed hore some days ago. Never ha viag been present at a 

. Settee, I was auxiogs not to let the opportuaity pass; aud on hearing 


that one was aboet to take place, .1 hastened to, the apot, which way. 


on the bank of the river, about five bundred yards from the Proviuci- 

- ab Conrt,, . Waar ' . ae Ue ee : 
Humanity had already ted there a friend, whom I foand in the 
midst of an immense crowd, exhorting tho infatuetad woman to denit 
from her dreadful purposé. She was of the Braeib-cast, and about 

- 96 years of dk. Grief and want of alcep, had given her an onbaus 
ed appearance; bat her countendnce and manner bespokea sont 

roind, and she seen) tn full possession of all hor faculties. He ha 
‘already beea with her upwards of half'an hour, yet his eateayours t6 
ae gers ‘her were continued Jong after my arrival, and althbagt he 
ad the advantage of a perfect acqdaintance -with her language, all 
his argaments proved of no avail. She constantly replied that she 
- was determined to die; and if prevented from burning, she wonld 
. destroy herself in some other way, As no personal consideration 
seemed to aficet her, he appealed to her feelings as a motber. poigiiag 


+ to two children at ber feet, a girl.of iS and a boy of 17 years of aga 


This merely ted her to recommend them to, his protection. He told 
her that if she thas willingly abandoned them, he would do nothiog 
for them; but if she consented to live, he would protect, and provide 
for, both her and them, (a3 
Her relations were then entreated to use their influence. They 
were reminded that such a saorifice was uncalled for, by their telizion, 
Thia they admitted, provided sho had not left her house ; and regret: 
ted. or affected to regret, that measures had not been taken to prevent 
het doing so. They said, “ Why does not the Company prohibit thead 
tacrifices?: Widows would not then form the resolation., It must now 
of necessity take piace; for were she to forege her resolntion, some 
- calamity would befal the town.” An qid woman sitting. close by her 
: Bide, added, “ We would in that case tie ber hands and feat, and 
- ferce her on the pile.” ” ‘ 


The Bramins now came to remind her that all was rend; in- 


deed she had herself more than once*expressed great impatience at 
the delay, telling us that we were detaining her husband undnevessaris 


“dy in the sus. “We conceived that farther entreaty ‘would be of ne 


avail, and’ followed her to the pile, which was about 30 yards off. 
‘faint hape was still entertained! that the sight of it might shake her 


‘wesolation'; ‘hut although I was close by her side, and purposely kept — 


my cyes' atedfastly fixed apon her, not the least emotion was evinced 


even on ahe ascended it; on the contrary, she seemed pleased that 


her wish wa’now about to be accomplished, and scated herself by 
the side of the body, making obeisnuce te it. Se SRN " 
, The Bramins now proceeded to remove the ornaments from hen! 
neck and arms, and aa there was at this moment a great scramble 


“for some limes given her for distribution, she seemed fearful of their’ | 


“being stolen, and ‘was observed anxiously to follow them with ‘hen! 


eyes into the hands of some females who were waiting to teceivel’ 


them. She was then directed to lie down, a Bramin placing her; 
Jeft arm under her husbawd’s head ; the right across his breast ; and. 
her right foot over the legs. Several frivolous ceremonies now took 
‘place. The covering from the facé and breast of the deceased was 
removed. A lighted stick being placed onthe latter, incense was 
sprinkled upon it. Some oil was poured from a leaf into the ears, 
and a small silver coin placed between the lips, a Bramin vocife- 
rating all the time some sentences in Sanscrit, which wete repeated 
by another from the opposite ‘side of the pile. ‘While these absur- 
-dities lasted, which. was about half an hour, the poor woman lay 
with her eyea closed, and without once moving from the position 
in which she had been placed. 


The awfal moment having arrived when the pile was {o be | 


kindled, one more appeal was niade to the fevlings of her relations. 
They replied ub before, that it was too late, and they could pot io- 
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terfere. The deluded creature was then called upon to say whether 
she still persisted in her resolution.’ She raised her head for an in« 
stant, cried “ yes, yes,” and made a movement with her band ex- 
pressive of a wish uot to be again importuned. 


Perhaps vou may, with myself, have been led to suppose that 
painfal as sech a death must be, under any circumstances, matters 
are 80 arranged as to renter the victim's saiferings as short as pose 
sible, It wasfar otherwise in the present instance. Had torture 
been the object in view, it would have been dificult ta devise a more 
ingenious method ; but to convey to you an idea of the horrid scene 
we now witnessed, it is necessary to describe the pile. 


Tt consisted of such bandies of wood as are usually brought from 
the jungles for duol, heaped ap te the height.of four fect, and may 
hate been about seven in length, and six in breadth, Above thie, at 
a distance of four feet, was another layer of wood placed over two heavy 
Beans, the ends of which were fastened by ropes to four upright 
posts, and close to each of these stood a man with a hatchet ready 


_ fo’cut the ropes asanider. 


The pile was now lighted at the foor sides, by a near relation; 
when wé expected, and indeed desired to see an instantancous blaze. 
Tastead of. thia, the hres made ibe slowest progress. If any com- 
bustible matter was mixed with the. wood, itmust have been io the 
centre of the pile, anrl too distant to shorten the agonies of the uu- 
happy ¥om Some powdered. dammer was sprinkled upon the 
fires when frst lighted, but too sparingly to be of use. 

_ As soon. as the fires were kindled, and without waitiag until 
the fiamés had made some progress, the ropes which supported the 
thper,wond were cot away ; aud the beains now lay, one across the 
poor woman’s chost, aud the other over hergegs, so as effectually ta 
prevent escape whew uature should overcome her resolution. We 
could, kowever, as we still stood close to the pile, distinctly perceive, 
not only thé writhings of her right arm and leg, but the whole apper 
part of the pile was seen to béave with her struggles; and we should 
ny doubt have heard the most piéreing shricks, had the noise permit. 
ted : but fYom the moment she approached the pilé, all was clamour 
and confusion, and omits being kindled their was iacessant shouting, 
and beating of tom toms, or native drams. 


Ja this stata (with a weight upon her, just sufficient to cause the 
most exoracialing torment,. without exiinguisbing life,), she romained 
full, five, minufes, before either the beai or smoke could have reached 
her; As these approached, her excriions became stronger; and ia 
avout three minutes morg, the flame came in contact with hor right 
foot, which was nearly ig a line with the extremity of the pile, whca 
we hastily withdrew from the revoliing sight, 

If any cirenmatance could render such a scene more diigusting, 
it was the want of feeling evinood bythoac present. Assho ascended 
the pile, some females,.who attended her screamed, but they became 
composed again jmmediately, and this was the ooly expression of 
grief remarked, if grief it ean be called. With us even, at the execu<« 
tion of a crimiaal, decorum at least is observed, aod often much com-« 
passion is shewn; here all was levity. Some time before she was 
brought to. the pile, and while seated in the midst of tho crowd, a 
basket was placed before her, containing rice, a red powder, and 
small pieces of palmytra leaf, dycd of the samo colour. These it Was 
jotended she shonid hetself distribute, but being out of humour at the 
delay which she supposed our entreaties had occasioned, she sparn- 
ed the basket from her, chd the contents were handed oat by a woman 
who sat near. Every one was anxious to obtain a part; and the little 
incidents consequent on such a scramble, (up-setting of turbans, &c.) 
were the occasion of mach mirth, and none enjoyed it more than some 

itiales Seated close behind her. A young woman ta particular was 

arked, who having reached the basket with mach difficulty, with- 
‘drow, waring her trophy in the air with the’greatest glee. 


‘The horrible custom of immolating widows, although, not s0 com- 
mon in thid*pact of India, as in Bengal, ia however, far from rare. 
Another instange has just ocearred in this Reig hboarhood, and I leara 
ihat no leas than twenty women have been sacrificed within this Zillah 
during the last three years, May we not cherish’ the hope that a stop 
will ere long be pat to these barbarities, which thé natives themselves 
admit, form no necessary part of their religion, — Should our presen 
Ruler, in his wisdom, deew it expedient to abolish them, there is no 
act of his administration (pregaant as it has been with bicssings to 
Jadia,) apoa which bis mind will hereafter dwell with more delight, 
It seems to have been reserved to complete his glory. 





.  Thas far the Letter—To this oar Correspondent, who bas enclos 
ed it to us for publication, bag appended the following remaiks.— , 

Many learned and intelligent Bindoos of all parts of India dish 
approve uf the savage custom of women burning themselves witw 
their husbands, notwithstanding the practice ia commended by a fen 
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of their Sages of former days; and the following opinions on the 
subject of Suttees are held by some of the wiscet Hindoos of this 
part of India :— 


No woman burning herself along with her hasband is exalted, 
(even according to the writiags of those ancient Hindoo Sages who 
sanction the sacrifice), to Mockshum, or eternal spiriixal happiness. 
She will only dwell in an inferior state or “ region of joy,” called 
Sworgam., or a state of sensual temporal bliss, where she “ will enjoy 
delight together with her husband,” for a limited period, or, “ for so 
many years as there are bairs on the human body, or 35 millions, or 
as long as 14 Todras reign,” as declared by Angeras ; or to a heaven 
where, according to Vyasa, “ she sports with her husband. os long as 
14 Indras reigao,” (see Colebrooke’s Digest, Book IV. chap. I11.), 
= = expiration of which period, she must be born again upon 

¢ earth. 


It would be aright and meritorious act to interdict completely the 

practice of the Suttee, in order that widows may live a life of mor- 
tification which will ensure them absorption in Bramha, or eternal 
bliss. .Pemale devotees, in destroying themscles on the funeral pile, 
are said to be actuated thereto by Cahmam, or sensual desire. Devo- 
tion to God, and affection for their husbands, are not the motives 
which induce widows thos to immolate themselves. They frequently 
buro themselves along with their husbands, in consequeuce of family 
were Med from motives of mistaken honor, or from resentwent and 
amily quarrels, considering that by ascending the funeral pile they 
immortalige their name, and confer honor on their familics ; and 
that they thereby avoid that trouble which they have canse to expect 
after their hasband’s decease ; the poor widow well knowing that she 
will, or may be compelled to endure great hardship ; becoming, 
from being the head of the family, a menial thereof, ber ornaments 
being taken from her, the use of betle and more than one meal a 
day being disallowed her, and being obliged to sleep apon the bare 
ground. 


It is detrimental to the welfare of the country or state, for many 
women thna to sacrifice themselves. The example of frequent female 
sacrifices has an evil tendency among the women, whose services, 
when they immolate themselves, are thereby lost to their family. 
Pregnant women and the mothers of infants are not allowed to barn 
themsclves, and a widow of the Bramin cast must ascend the same 
burning pile with ber husband; she must not cast herself into a pit 
of fire, sho,“ cannot” (according to Goléma) “ ascend a separate pile,” 
if her husband is once burnt, she cannot follow him in death thro’ the 
fire. Itis considered Moré virtaous and meritorious for a widow to 
temain alive, and jive a life of misfortane, than to immolate herself. 
When once a woman in the first paroxism of grief or despair has de- 
clared her determination ‘to born with her husband, false honor pre- 
wents her retracting, or her friends wishing it. 

Thore among the Hindoos who disapprove of the Suttee charge 
those with murder who countenance the horrid practiee; where a 
Jarge log of wood or large beams are laid across, or let down anon, 
the victim, with the known and avowed object of precluding the pos- 
sibility of her escape in case she should chaoge her mind; it 


is denied by the opponents of the Sattee that she gives ap her life vo- · 


Juntarily, as is pretended, They say, if the victim of supergtition is in 
the proper state of the mibd asserted by you, why is force employed 
in the act of the immolation? she will not feel the fire, nor endeavour 
to escape, her mind will be a0 resigned or absorbed in the contempla- 
fion of ber approaching bliss, that sho will mect this painfal death 


with supernatural fortitude, and with the same pleasure which he may | 


be supposed to receive from the contemplation of marriage. 


It is the opinion of many respectable and intelligent Hindoos who 
openly declare their abhorrence of this cruel sacrifice. that it should 
no longer be p:actised ; and that wore the British Government to pro- 
hibit such sacrifices, not a murmur or disapproving voice would be 
heard thronghoat the country, among any who could in the least degree 
disturb its tranquillity for 4 moment ; that, on the contrary, such a pro- 
hibition would be embraced by all descriptions of people, with the 
greatest satisfaction, (with the exception of perhaps a few unlearned 
selfish individuals who derive pecuniary benefit from the ceremony,) 
for that there ace many Hindoes of the first inflaence in the country, 
who, though they may think it prudent to conceal their aversion to 
the rile, and have pot fortitude to resist the rules which custom, 
prejudice, apd false honour have established among them, abhor the 
practice of it. and feeling their bard and afflicted bondage would 
thavkfuily take advaniage of a just and humane edict to save them, 
or their misguided female relatives (many of whom now consider it 
focambent apon them to acquiesce obeeifully in this species of aelf- 
devotement) from dishonor, or a forcible and cruel death. 

Voless the Officers of Government interfere, no retraction by a 
deluded widow of her resolution to burn, would in most parts of the 


Peuinsula of ladia be attended to, after she bad left her house to go 
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to the place of immolation, mach less on her arrival at the pile or 
pit; she would be fomibly burntto death. LI have heard of a woman 
who endeavouring to escape from the siow fire en the pile, from which 
sho managed to descend, was seized by the unfecling spectators and 
thrown back pon it and burnt to death. 


It is the opinion of many Europeans and Natives on this side & 
India, that the British Government sanction the Suites, on the prin- 
ciple of granting a free toleration in religious matters; and I have 
never beard of the Government having ever prohibited a Suttee. 
The judicial code does not natice the practice, and no specific rule 
existing repecting it, the Officers of Justice in any parts of India, may 
have taken different views as to the propricty of their sanctioning an 
act, which is not oved of bythe great body of the people, nor by the 
wisest and best Hindoos of ancient and modern times, nor sanctioned 
by any principle of justice, hamanity, or virtue ; and I know that differ- 
ent opinions have beenheld by several of the British Officers of Justice 
in Lodia, as to the oWligations imposed upon them. and the sathority 
vested in them by the laws, with. regard to sanctioning or interdicting © 
thia sacrifice. Uhave heard both of Military Officers in former times, 
and also of Magistrates, who have interfered and prevented this cra- 
el practice, by merely ordering that the Sattce should not take place. 
In several instances the sacrifice has been preventtd by delay being 
caused, the ‘Police heing forbid to allow of any Suttee taking place 
without obtaining sanction for it; and which sanction some Magie- 
trates would nat Lepprehend consider themselves authorised to grant 
without receiving the authority of Government for the same ; but 
were such steps taken, a reference to Government -would seldom be 
found necessary, for the delay which would arise, wore a reference to 
Government required, would it ix to be hoped in most cases give the 
poor widow time to come to her senses, ‘to become more composed in 
her mind, and more resigned to her loss; nature would probably af- 
ford her relief, for no woman can born with her hasband who has 
shed a tear, or uttered a cry or lamentation om account of his death. 


Wf these horrid sacrifices be saffered to continue, it would be hu- 
mane to enact specific rules for ensuring their being performed in the 
least atrocioas, and most merciful manner possible ; for though some of 
the Hindoo Sages (as they are called,) sanction in their writings an in- 
sane woman's being burnt to death “ by ascending the burning pile,” 
or (if she be not of the Bramin east.) “ by casting herself into tho 
fire,” (Colebrooke) they do not afford grounds to tolerate it. Should 
therefore the Officers of a jast and humane Government soffer her 
being bound with ropes and pressed down with logs of wood, in order 
to her being roasted alive ortortured to deathin a slow fire (as [ 
have seen,) so that if in the agony inflicted by the flames, she should 
be desirous of retracting, it is utterly beyond her power so to 
do? It is much easier for a women nearly dead with fa- 
tigue to lie down on a pile of cold half-dried faggots, and suf- 
fer herself to be tied down, so as to render all subsequent re- 
sistance om her part or attempt to extricate herself when the flames 
réach her, vain, or to walk up to a small shallow pit of hot-ash- 
es, the horrors of which she knows nothing of till she approaches 
the brink of it, when starting back, she is with agparalieled barbarity 
pushed in, and in a moment finds berself mp to the.kuees in barning 
embers, and a shower of sticks overwhelming her, and hindering her 
leaping out again, or herJond cries amidst inhuman shoatings being 
heard. when calling, but alas! in vain, upon the. Officera of the. Britiah 
Government, (the protectors of the weak and helpless female) for 
that merciful aid which she ean expect to find nm where.elset This, 
reqnires less fortitade on the part of the vabappy widay, than ..as- 
pening the burning pile,” when in a state, of perfoct iguisianwoar 
casting herself into the burning pit. the tremenduous blaze and horedre 
of. which she has deliberately viewed ; the fre of which, io merciful 
compassion to the deluded victim, should be made as large a9 possible ; 
At might theo produce a foarfal senaation on all present, and keep ithe 
poor viclim’s anicidical assistants at so creat adistance therefrom ps 
to prevent their murdering her. , And if the fire were always required 
to be made as large aa it ought to be, and no Suttee were allowed un- 
leas very large quantitics «f combastible materiala were provided for 
it, a Suttee would not so often take place ; it would be found too ex- 
pensive a ceremony far the relatives of the widow to incer, though 
they frequently do not expend on the fire a handredth part of the va- 
lue of the jewels which they obtain from the widow oa her burning 
herself. During the present monsoon season, indeed, it would in some 
places be difficult {o procure sufficient dry firewood for the perfor- 
mance of the ceremony. on a rainy day. 

I have not been able to learn that the Hindoo Sages who have 
commended the practice of the Saitee, have nid down any specific 
rules for the performance of the awfaltite; bat Lam informed that 
there is a work in the south of India, written by a Bramia abouta 
century ago, which contains some instructions on the .subject, and 
that it does not prescribe that the victim is to be deprived of all free 
agency afler abe asccads the pile, 
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It is worthy of being notioed, that the burning of widows is not - 
eustomary among the Jains, whose religious system (if I may ventare 
to give an opinian on the subject.) I consider to be more aucient than 
that of the 7rimoortee worshippers, I believe also, that the practice 
of Suttees does not exist among either the Chinese or Ciagalese, or 
among any of the followers of Bhudha. 


Daring the admivistration of the Most Noble the Marquis of 
Wellesley, it was hoped, that the abolition of this criminal and inhu- 
man practice would have fullowed the act of his Government ‘‘ A 
Regalation (VI. 1802).for preventing the Sacrifices of Children at 
Saugar or other places.” I qaestion if any act of his whole public 
Jife vow affords him more happy reflections than this measeore ; and 
equally great must be Lord Teignmoath’s satisfaction in reflecting on 
the act of bis Government, Regulation XXI of 1795, * for preventing 
Bramins in the Province of Benares establishing Koarhs, wounding 
or killing their female relations, or Children,.or sitting Dhurnah; and 
for preventing the tribe of Ravjahcoomars in that proviuce killing 
their Female Children.” t ‘ 


The Madras Government, a few months azo, called upon all the 
Moacgisirates and Crimioa) Judges ow this Establishment, for certain 
information and reports on the subjéct Of Suttees, The friends of hu- 
manity trust thatthis may be a preparatory step to enacting the en- 
tire abolition, on this Establishment, of this most horrid and barbarous 
custom; aud we have reasonable greund,to-hope,-that the day is not 
far distant when this cruel practice will be put an evtire stop to, 
throughout every part of the British Territories in India, by our pre- 
sent enlightened and magnanimous. Ruler, the continnauce of whose 
Government is a blessibg ardensly, wished for, by as all. 


The following statement.was given to me by an intelligent Bra- 
min, whom I requested to furnish me with * an estimate of the expen- 
ves of a Suttee ceremony. 


Cloth for the widow on bathing after her hnehand's death, zo 
Expences necessary for obtaining the permission of the Bramius 
to sacrifice herself; betle and cloths to them, and to women, 77 
Cloth for the widow, on bathing, after accompanying the dead bo- 
dy of her husband to the place of buroiug, an he men © 
Expences necessary for obtaining the furthor orders or sanction 
of the Bramins to barn, aud for distributing alms amongst them, 
and cloths and ornaments to Bramin women, .... 
Sandal wood, Camphire Oil, Ghee, and Firewood, * avae 
Amount required for, distribution among the Bramins, after the 
widow has astended the pite, Ath. 680s Te ones 
Amount required forthe daily ceremony, for ten days after the 
widow is barat, and which sam goes to the officiating Bramins, 35 
Expences necessary from the 11th to the 13th day after the 
ceremony viz. 


Cloths, Cows, Brass Veasels, required to present to the Bramims 


oF 


8 


and “omen, sear , eee 222 222 eese ener 105 
oe of giving rice to Bramina, 222 eee eGo 140: 
Fanher amount requiced for distribution among Bramins, .... 105 


Charges of erecting a Brindavan, or Pagoda, on the spot where 
the woman burnt herself, and for planting flower trees thereon. 70 





Total Rupees 763 


“These Pagodas exist in many parts of Southern India. Song 


not unfrequently perpetuate the glory of their parents by dedications 


Pagodas to them, when their mothers have barnt themselves. They 
place io them the images of their father and mother, who not only re- 


ceive divine honors from the members of their family, but are wor-' 


shipped by persons in the neighbourhood, as having attributes of Du- 
ties. I am informed, that there is a Pagoda of this sort at Chittoor, 
where daily worship is performed, and that in the neighbourhood of 
Tripatty, (a renowned place of Hindoo worship in the Zillah of Chit- 
toor,) many Pagodaa built from the same motives are to be found. 


The only argument, supposed to have any weight which T have 
ever heard brought forward agaiust the interference of the Executive 
Anthority in a District to prevent Sutitees, has been that interference 
was useless, as it seldom happened, that a woman who had made a 
vow to burn herself could be prevailed vpon to live, and that if she 
were not allowed thus te immolate herself, she would starve, or drown 
herself, or find some other method of putting an end to her existance. 
On the contrary, Thave heard of many instances in which femalcs 


have been prevented from thus sacrificing themselves, and never! 


heard of a single instance of such consequences following as are ap- 
prehended ; as long asa female continued distracted in mind, she 
ought to be guarded, and prevented by her friends or the Officers of 
Government, from doing herse!f any barm, like any otber unhappy 
junatic, i am, Sir, 


Your constant reader, and bumble servant, 
7 T —s8. 








. tmmaleb fountains, 


To the Editor of the Caleutta Journal. 
Si : , 
* Having heen engaged in a long protracted Tour into a re- 
mote. part of the eountry. it was only within these few days that E 
have had an opportanity of seeing in your Joarnal of the 9th September, 
my former Letter to you. This will account to you for my not having 
sooner noticed a few typographical errors that have crept iato it; one 
of which, as it regards ihe expression of the Algebraic formula, is very 
material. Permit me to saggest the propriety (if you contemplate 
such commupications as desirable,) of having the proper types for 
Algebraic characters. ‘They are not many, and to a Journal like 
your’s the expense could be no object,—add to which, that except by 
Engraving, it is impossible to give an Algebraic formula correctly 
without them.® 
I am, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
A TARTAR OF THE STEPPES, 


errata, 


For HimMAtat,..,.....000.0. Read HimMaten. 
For Tesnoo Soemso0,.,.:..... Read Tesnoo Looxsoo, 


or B93, halon f— 5)ag 
edi 


lurv xe let? 
25 * 


Rad. VO 242 LE rE Lb 
Yr 235* 25 


There are some others of less moment, as a consideration of the 
context will drve to detect theta—the sign of Subtraction for — the 
sign of Equality, ꝰ the mark for Degrees, instead of Inches, ko. ke, 


November 15, 1819. 











* The circumstance of being obliged to procure all supplies of Printe 
ing Types from Fogland, will account for the Establishment of the 
Calcutta Journal being io many particulars incomplete ; though this will 
soon be remedied. Inthe present instance, we have had the Algebraic 
corrections cut in lead, by our Engraver ; and these will, we trust, fully ane 
ewer ihe present purpose. 


‘ ¢ 
— — 


Lord Bpron’s Don Juan. 


— 


The kindness of a Friend, who has supplied us with one of the 
fee Copies of Don Juan that have come out by tho Rochester, will 
enable us to gratify our Réaders at remote Stations, by an carly ro~ 
publicatioa of the whole of this.celebrated Poem. Where our limits 
will enable as to do this, we are confirmed by our Correspondents in 
the opinion, tliat this is greatly, preferred to anconnected Extracts, 
however juticiodsly these.may bho made; and though the whole Poom 
occupies 227 pages, in the origiaal, making a large Quarto Volume, 
the London price of which is Oae Guinea and a Half in boards, 
there are few of our Readers, we believe, whether in Town or Coun- 
try, who will he disposed to quarret with as, fer putting them io pos 
session‘of the whole Work complete fog leas than Ove Rupee. 

The Story of the Poem is_professediy taken from the popular 
Spectacle of Hon Jiaa (the Festin De Pierre of Moliere), which has, 
for at least a hundred years, kept its ground on the European Stage os 
a Farce, an Opera, or a Pantomime. [Gord Chesterficld mentions 
having seen a gay young Libertine so enchanted with the dauntiess 
gaicty whieh the Hero maintaigs even in, the last seene, that he 
expressed his wishes to be damued with the same eciét as Doa Juan, 

The Noble Aathor bints at hie intention of treating as with a 
View of Hell, inthe 12th or last Canto. Two.of those Cantos only 
aro yet published, though these, as we before remarked, form a band- 
some Quarto Volume of 227 pages. 


We shall oaly jast say in anticipation. that ourreaders will readily 
recogoize in this Work, wlica we prescat it to them, that extraordi- 
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nary command of English idiom and English verse, which was so! 
eminent in Beppo. The very expression which the Author wishes for, 
geems to ft natarally into his verse ; and whether he intends to ex- 
press serious or ridicalous ideas, the most touching or the most ladi- 
crous images and expressions wait at bis bidding, and appear to flow 
spontaneously from his pen. ; 

Yet we have ourselves risen from the perasal of Don Joan with 
mincled foelings of admiration at this mighty power of language. and 
of indignant regret at the purposes to which it is perverted. When 
we see a Peer of England, in these times, gifted with Lord Byron’s 
talents, wasting his days in inglorions ease at Venice or Lausanve,— 
when we see his splendid abilities employed in holding up ventimen- 
tal ruffians to admiration, or in treating every thing sacred and moral 
with a cold unfeeling ridicule,—our admiration of his genius is lost iu 
pity and anger at its perversion. 

The'feclings of a Signior Procurante are not enviable. The 
Noble Author takes care to tell us he is not happy, and we believe 
him. The tree of knowledge is distinct from that of life. The shallow 
heartless wit which iaughs at all virtue and principle, wlich makes a 
jest of adultery and tibertinism, and sports with profanity and immo- 
rality, may sparkle indeed, bat itcannot warm. We turn from sach a 
Work as this, with fresh delight to the depth of sincere and virtuous 
feeling which affords such permavent enjoymoot, inthe strains of 
Campbell or in Rogers, in Cowper or in Miltoa. 


— — ——— ——— 
Poetry, 


— 


Lines composed and sumg, & Cimproviste, upon hearing « Lady sing an 
‘ Ode of Anacreon in the Oviginal. 





I wonld the Teian bard were here, 
To taste of blise, indeed divine; 
Well might he quit the starry sphere, 
To hear those liquid notes of thine. 


What thouch-to Pleasure’s wilieast drenm 
Hie festive harp was often ateung, 
*Twas wine iospir’d the maddening theme, 
And Erengy ma:k’d the strains he sung. 
And if perchance, to wake the lyre 
To gentler themes, his fancy «trove, 
What could the Dames of Greece inspira 
Of soft or passionate in love? 
Oh! could he thear those notes so gay, 
And gaze on that eochaoting form, 
A sweeter strain wonld grace bis lay, 
A brighter flame his bosom warm. 


The warmth that Beauty's glance inspires, 
Would breathe through each impassion’d line, 
And, taught by Love's resistiess fires, 
His song woold catch a grace from thine. 
Bweet Sopgstress! atrike the lyre again, 
While captive hearts the strain approve ; 
"Tix sweet to hear—bat oh! ‘tis vain 
To see thee, and forbear to love. ese 





FROM THE DEPARTED. 


Adieu! thou Lovely One! whose stedfast tongue 
Hath long denied me, and doth still deny ; 

Far from my country’s bosom ever flung, 

Yet still for thee in solitade te ‘sich, 

And biess, till death, thy lonely memory, 

I go;—remembered but ‘by faithful few, 

Yet when afar my requiem hymn is ‘sung 

O’er my low grave, wilt thon with monrnful yew, 
My empty cenotaph in swelling anguish strew !— 


Wilt than deny «ta former times a tear, 

And learn, unmoted, that I am deadly cold, 
When strangers tell thee of my sable bier, 

And say they beard my solemn death-bell knolled 
And saw me ahrouded in my last, pale fold ;— 
Or haply say, ‘oficertalp, ‘there was one, 

* Of silent, petisive, melancholy, there, 

“Of whom we know but by bis nameless stone 
Ao lived in ‘desolation, aud is dead and gone.” * * * 


— - 
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Have I not low’d ! lov’d thee alone, 
Thro’ perils’ frown, and sorrow’s moan } 
This faded check an sunken eye, 
Betray how tfue and tenderly. 










The homage of my son! was bent, 
Without one smile by pity lent, 

















To thee, the ruler of my fate, v 
To thee, with brow of scorn olate. bs 
— 
Yes. I have lovw’d, without a ray 
OF hope to licht my shrouded way. 
When lofty thonghts and fortune smiled; 
Thy image dear my sou! begniled, 
From darincs of ambition high, 
To home’s soft scene of sympathy. 
When all around was bleak and drear, y 
And friends were cold. no solace near, , 4 
Thoa wert the lone and lovely Star, i s 
Wheee beam broke on me from afar, ; me 
And sooth’d the eye that else had wept, 
And from despair my spirit kept. ia 
Gone is its licht! and darkness now 
Invests my path where’er I go; 
Dejected, withering, and alone, wh 
The hopes of youth for ever flown; ap 
Thro’ life 1 wander joylessly, th 
Without one human sympathy. ne 
There is a spell bevond contre, d = 
Which scathes and desolates my soul; A 
A quenchless fire this heart consnmes, — —3 
That ne’er ite pulso of joy resumes ; oe. * 
There is a pre⸗oco of the tomb, a 3 
That urges to the final doom; ’ 
And o'er the wreck if melts one tons; ~* 
Tis bat a dirge for rapture gone. . Pr 
Caleutta, Dee, 25, 1819. JANET. of 
LINES ON THE BREAK OF DAY. —* by 
Faint, and more faint, Aurora’s lonely Star, d D 
Stull glimmering with pale uncertain light, “ ar 
P Sinks midat the morning’s blush, that seems afar th 
Just peering e’ct the scowling brow of Night— wi 
With eyes downcast, Aurora sheds her tears c 
O’er sleeping buds, that love the noontide ray, 
Whilst from his radiant couch young Phoebus peers, 
Kissing from Flora’s cheeks those tears away— 3 
Shrill through the silent cottaged vale forlorn, ; at 
With :udest larum, and with clarion keen, of 
The cock attests the buxom breath of Morn, Pp 
That scares from moonlight spell the Fairy Queen. cl 
Above the mead of fragrant gsass new shorn, fo 
The wakeful Lark, poised in precarsive song, — 
Waes bis gay height, on trembling notes upborne, T 
That echoing thrills the attic* waste along — 
Tumuliaons joys now swell the welkin round, p w 
Love, Health, and Labour, all their charms display, 1 
Whilst from the forest deep, the opening hound, r 
Breaks with the horn im transports far away— t! 
Moorshedabad, Nov.6, 1819. s. T. W. — 
t 
* Lo! where the rosy-boxomed hours, : 
Fair Venas’ train appear, 7 
Disclose the louz expected flowers, 1! 
_. And wake the purple yeas, 5 
_ The attic warbler pours bis throat, as 
Responsive to the cuckoo’s note. f 
—— Gray's Ode to Spring. © 
— * Where the attic bird " 
Tosiils ber tbick warbled notes the sommer long. « 
—— Milton's Paradise Regained. r 
. ui a 
c 


